FACING  THE  PROBLEMS  IN  INDIA

ments in Great Britain has lately been started in Italy with a
view to encouraging the production of vegetables and small
fruits. In some industrial areas, each worker is given a plot of
land to cultivate, but he is not allowed to sell its produce. It is
estimated that there are over two million 'family kitchen-gar-
dens5 in Italy in the management of which the State Depart-
ment of Agriculture renders every assistance. The new agra-
rian reforms in Central and Eastern Europe recognize the
necessity of creating such holdings as would provide a small
garden to landless labourers and poorer agriculturists and
encourage some form of collective action among them, especi-
ally in the interests of those who are unable to overcome diffi-
culties in adopting the advanced technique of crop produc-
tion.

A similar movement is long overdue in India and the initia-
tive must come from landlords in the permanent settlement, and
from the State in the Rywatari* areas. For a period of years
the garden plots should be given free of rent and their cultiva-
tion should be supervised by appropriate agents. In countries
where conditions somewhat similar to those obtaining in India
prevail, efforts are being made to introduce some form of group
cultivation. While the collective cultivation of soil to the extent
it has succeeded in the Soviet Union may take time to achieve
in India, it should be possible to adapt the practice in the
first instance to the production of milk, vegetables, and fruits.
At the initial stage, individual ownership may not be elimi-
nated but efforts should be directed to show how collectivist
methods of cultivation and farm management serve the interests
of the group more effectively than those of single and isolated
holders. Immediate fruition of such developments may be
delayed but we should remember that in the tradition of using
the common pasture, woodlands, and watersheds, etc., our
peasantry has an instinctive appreciation of collective economy.

It is not impossible to adopt an organized plan of establish-
ing a number of large vegetable gardens and orchards in
selected areas in India. The types of soil not remunerative
under a cereal crop may well be brought under the cultivation
of suitable fruits and vegetables; or the areas under opium and

* The system of land tenure under which the revenue is paid by the
cultivator direct to the Government.
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